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PROGRAM NOTES:

The Ground Beneath Our Feet was commissioned by Susan Leffler, in memory of Mr. William Leffler, and the Scarsdale Middle School
for the Scarsdale Middle School Eighth Grade Concert Band, Nicholas Lieto director, Michael McDermott, Principal. Midwife credit for
the commission goes graciously to Rob Smith and the Houston rain-gods. The piece is roughly a wedge, growing from a quiet opening,
featuring the percussion, to a rousing finish. The piece is also in 5/8, a two-beat meter in which the first beat is longer than the second
beat. This characteristic suggested a sense of unevenness or imbalance which gave rise to the title; even the seemingly stable ground

beneath our feet is always in motion.

INSTRUMENTATION:
PiccoLo 3 B-FLAT TRUMPETS
2 FLUTES F HoRN
2 OBOES 2 TROMBONES
BAsSsOON EUuPHONIUM
2 B-FLAT CLARINETS TuBaA

BAss CLARINET
2 ALTO SAXOPHONES TIMPANI (IDEALLY 4 DRUMS)
TENOR SAXOPHONE PERCUSSION (BELOW)

BARITONE SAXOPHONE

UNPITCHED PERCUSSION (12 PARTS):
Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, Bell Tree & Rachet (one player), Claves, Guiro, Tambourine, Cabasa,

2 Egg Shakers (two players), Wood Block, Snare Drum, Bass Drum

PITCHED PERCUSSION (3 PARTS):

Glockenspiel, Vibraphone, Xylophone

PERCUSSION PARTS:
If fewer than 15 players are available, the following parts can be combined to reduce
the number of parts to 12:
e Bass Drum and Bell Tree (in which case the Rachet part needs to be given to Guiro)
e Wood block part can be split between Cabasa (cue | to K) and Vibraphone (cue P to end).
e Egg Shaker 2 can be covered by the Snare Drum until cue N, at which point Egg Shaker 1 can cover the
2" Egg Shaker part.

If fewer than 12 players are available, omit the Guiro, Cabasa, and Vibraphone parts in that order.



Commissioned by Susan Leffler, in memory of Mr. William Leffler, and the Scarsdale Middle School
for the Scarsdale Middle School Eighth Grade Concert Band,

(Note: score is not in concert pitch)

Score

Nicholas Lieto director, Michael McDermott, Principal
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